CHAPTER XIX
ACHIEVEMENT TESTS

THE natural corollary to the intelligence test is the achieve-
ment test, a te&t of what has been achieved in the various
school subjects. Binet himself, in his pioneer work, had a
scale of school performance as well as a scale of intelligence.
Clearly, we cannot separate achievement from intelli-
gence, even if we may approximate to separating intelligence
from achievement. An achievement test must measure
the result of intelligence plus application. If opportunity
and application have been equal, it will place the candi-
dates in order of intelligence. If opportunity and intelli-
gence are equal, it will place them in order of application,
of haxd work*

Such tests of schooling are, of course, nothing but the
old examinations, but with a difference. The points of
difference are that more time is expended on making the
questions; that they are " tried out" on very large numbers
of children before they are used to test other children;
that objective methods of marking are employed which
leave nothing to the whim of the examiner; and that the
results are expressed in terms which enable a pupil to know
his standing, in respect to the performance, among candi-
dates of his own age taken at random from the whole
population.

As regards the first of these points, it is not intended,
by the upholders of newer methods of testing, to imf \j
that the makers of old-fashionad examinations did not in
many cases give much care and thought to the cholc3 of
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